CHAPTER II
SECOND ELEMENT OB ASPECT: THE  IDEA (PHANTASM). SECTION I
NATURE  OF  THE  IDEA  WHICH  CALLS FORTH EMOTION".
IT is of an object fitted to gratify or to disappoint an appetence of the mind. The mere existence of the appetence as a tendency or disposition is not sufficient to call forth feeling, though I have no doubt it is ever prompting it, or rather by the law of association stirring up the idea which gives it a body. There must always be an idea carrying out the appetence to call the emotion into actual exercise. If the object be before us, of course we have a perception of it by the senses, or we are conscious of it within our minds. If it be not present we have a remembrance of it, or we have formed an imagination of it. That object may be mental or material, may be real or imaginary, may be in the past, the present, or the future; but there must always be a representation of it in the mind. Let a man stop himself at the time when passion is rolling like a river, he will find that the idea is the channel in which it flows. An idea is as much needed as a pipe is to conduct gas and enable it to flame; shut up the conduit, and the feeling will be extinguished.
Other things being equal, the emotion rises and falls according as the idea takes in more or less of the appe-tible. I am told that a dear relative of mine has fallen